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Nancy had arrived in Ëngtand six months ago, and had invited Victoria to a coffee
morning with Philly Bingham, a fellow mother at the school where Nancy had recen y
enrolled her son, Connor. All three women had sons in the same class. Alex and philly,s
son, Rufus, were old friends, but Connor was becoming popular with his classmates on
account of the hundreds of electronic toys and state-of-the-art computer games that fi ed
his enormous bedroom. Also, he had a home cinema in the basement with all the latest
films. And Nancy Masters served fabulous teas with real chips and American burgers
followed by tubs of expensive ice-cream.

Philly Bingham was attempting to stare discree y around the room taking in the
sound system, the television and the acres of mahogany furniture. philly, thought
Victoria, would probably describe herself as an old-fashioned Englishwoman from an old_
established English family. Philly's own drawing room consisted of good but shabby
furniture, a few faded rugs and a Labrador. On no account would philly allow into her
house a television the size of the gne Nancy possessed. But, then, philly couldn't âfford
one. She and her husband had inherited their house from Atgy's father, and although
Algy had a prestigious job vatuing paintings for London,s smartesi auctioneers his salary
barely kept them in pasta.

There followed a stilted attempt at conversation.
'So, Nancy, how are you settling into London?' asked Victoria politely_
'Weeell, I'm flnding my feet. I've located the American library, signed on with an

American docior. Of course, the US schooj was full so we had to put Connof into the
localone.'

Nancy was feally getting into the English way of life, lhen.
'And Hayden?'
'Weeell, he's kinda busy at work. They've been doing a big takeoverl. The cab comes

for him at six.'
Philiy sounded bright. 'Oh, that's not too bad. I know these banks can demand the

nosi ghastly2 hours. So he has the êvening with you?'
Nancy looked nonplussed. 'l mean the cab comes at six in the moming. To go lo

Canary Wharf3. He's up at five. He gets home most nights ai around eight.'
'Gosh4.' Philly was aghast. 'How does he keep going?'
'Oh, he's pretty health conscious. I watch his diet and I don,t let him drink a'cohol in

the week And we gojogging at the weekend, that kinda thing.,
Wow, thought Victoria, life was a bundle offun for Hayden Masters.
'But I stiil have some things to sort out,'continued Nancy.
Philly seized deftly on the oppoûunity to make some suggestions. ,Maybe we can give

you some pointers. Algy and I have been here for ten years so we know virtually
everyone.

Nancy seemed doubtful. 'l'm kinda hoping to find a decent hairdresser. I find the
salons here a little ... dull.' Her eyes took in philly's chubby face and her jank brown natr,
pushed back for the occasion with a velvet Alice band. ,you see, I neecl volurre In my
hair, but I ôannot find anyone here who can really backcomb.,

Vlctoria thought that Nancy's hair was immaculate already, ptatinum blonde with the
ends curled neatly outwards. But she knew just the man to take her on. ,Jean-pierre.

He's excelleni. I'll write down his number for Vou.'
'ls he American?'
'French.'
Nancy looked disappointed, but eviden y decided to change the subject. ,Let me pass

you some biscuits.' i...1
'And how is Ute doing?'enquired Victoria.
Nancy sighed. 'l suppose I can't complain. We had such a wonderful Mexican iady in

I takeove.: (re@) takins conrrotora company
'ghàstly iiighienhg bad and unpleàsaft
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Dallas. All.regar, of cource. we paid for her to be naturarised. Hayden can.t take anychances with employing a./iens.'
Philly choked on her biscuit.55 Victoria transtated: Aliens are i egal immigrants.
Nancy pushed on regardless: .But it,s so hard to

au pajr already.'

_ Philly and Victoria exchanged
lve years.

It's the Amerlcan term.'
gef domestics here. Ute is my third

a glance. Consuela had been with Victoria for nearlv

60 Nancy brushed a non_existent crumb ffom her spo ess white polo shirt. ,She,s finewiih cleaning and shopping, but she struggres a ritfle with connor,s homework. And Ireally cannot tfust her with the irontng. I m havjng to nave all that sent out:pernaps she has d:fficulties with the language. said ph y. trying to be helpful.'l can r hetp tnat: She has to take responsibitity for her ow; leârn"in;. '

Wives and Lovers, Jane Elizabeth VARLEY. 2003

I. COMPREHENSION

1;l"l:t-Y-1t,:T, Phi y Bjngham and Victoria are the three main femate characrers. Atex,Aigy, L-;onnor, Hayden and Rufus are male characters. Each of them is ielaieo to one of thethfee women_ Say in what way.

2. How did Alex, Connor and Rufus get to know eaçh other?

3. Where is the scene set (country, ciiy)? In whose house?

4. How long has Nancy been living there and where did she use to live?

5. What does her home reveal about her standard of living? Explain in your own words. (20words)

6. a) Wi€t,do we leafn about Nancy s husband s working hours?
oJ r. zy I mean the cab comes at six in lhe momlrg.,

Why does Nancy feel the need to insist on ,morning,i

J. l:y 9:^"" Nancy make sure such workjng hours have no consequence on her nusband,shealth? (30 words)

I 
.1,34 

'Wow, thought Victoria, ljfe was a bundle of fun for Hayden Masters,.Èxprarn In your own words what Victoria really thinks of Haydén,s tife. (30 words;

NOTE IMPORTANTE nUX CnwntUa].S ,

précédées de la mention de la tigne.

!:: :lldig."t" traiteront le sujet sur la copie qui teur sera fournie en respectant t,ordredes questions et en faisant apparaître Ià numérotation fnrréià-"i i"iià,"pere te caséchéant, ex:. 1Sb - \'oir en particulier les questions 6 et lù). tts cà_pol"iJnt oe" pnr"se"complètes chaque fois qu,it teur est demandé oe réaiger tes i3pon"à". 
-ËTJ.or" 

au ,ot"
i:91:.!: :9l.Ji ,r" ,"" exisence minimate. Er.r ,,absen;; ;,;;ic;fion, i"" àîiË"t" ,eponaront
::f:"j::,"i f :i:'.1"" ,posée. Les citarions seront rirre"" àu, erer"Àii penrnents er
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9. Has Nancy adopted the culture and way of life of the country she is now living in?Answer in your own words (2S words), thén quote at Ieast fou;eier.ni" to 
"rppon 

you|-
answer.

10. a) From line 50 to the end Ute and Consueta are discussed. Say who thev are.
b) Contrast Nancy's and Vicioria,s respective attitudes towards ih"r. llôioro";

1'1. Who is Philly mofe likely to feel closer to, Nancy or Vjctoria? euote the tex ro supponyour answer.

'12. To describe the relatjonships betwee.n Victoria, philly and Nancy the four iollowing tiflesare all possible. Choose the one you prefef and argue your case. (4ô words)

An Attempt at Conversation
'Despefate Housewives,
The Beginning of a Beautiful Friendship
'Pride and Prejudice'

II. EXPRESSION

Choose subject I (a+b) or subject 2

Subject 1 (a+b):

â) ll.4-6.'connor was becoming popurar with his crassmates on account ofthe hundreds oferecrronlc toys and state-of_the_art computer games that filled his enormous bedroom.,
Does popularity depend on what you have? (i50 words)
b.).1. 16 'Algy had a prestigious job vatuing pajntings for London's smartest auctloneers.,
vvnar ts your tdea ot a prestigiousjob? ( 150 words)

Subject 2:

I 65. She has to take responsibitjty for her own learnirg.'

,,To 
what exient is an individual responsible for his/her làarning or professjonal tratnrng? (300

wotos)
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